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Collection methods, equipment needs, and preservation require-
ments for specific analytes can change over time, owing
to advancements in knowledge and technology. Any major
changes to sample collection and processing procedures will
be announced on the USGS Office of Water Quality Web site
(http://water.usgs.gov/lookup/get?owq/) or as a technical memo-
randum (http://water.usgs.gov/lookup/get?techmemo/). Consult
NWQL or the District water-quality specialist for instructions re-
lated to the collection, processing, or analysis of solid materials,
gases, biota, and any other analytes not described in this manual.
Chemical formulas used in this section are spelled out in "Conver-
sion Factors, Selected Terms, Abbreviations, and Chemical Formu-
las."

Sample bottles for organic-compound analyses are precleaned and
baked at the laboratory and should be received capped. Collect
and process samples within processing and preservation
chambers, as appropriate, and while wearing disposable,
powderless latex or nitrile gloves. In general, change gloves
between each collection and processing step and with each new
sample type. After collection and processing, check that the
information is correct on the bottle label. Place the filled glass
sample bottle in a foam sleeve and chill sample to 4˚C or below
without freezing. 

E Most samples for organic-compound analysis are collected in
1-L amber glass bottles, leaving headspace in case of sample
expansion (Appendix A5-A). 
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